New diagnosis of bullous pemphigoid after withdrawal of immunosuppressive therapy in a failed renal transplant recipient on hemodialysis.
The occurrence of the autoimmune blistering disease, bullous pemphigoid (BP), in patients with failed renal allograft is rare and the few reported cases suggest various provocative factors without reaching a consensus. Here we report the case of a patient presenting with bullous lesions soon after the complete discontinuation of immunosuppressant therapy following renal allograft failure. Skin biopsy confirmed the diagnosis of BP. Administration of systemic corticosteroid controlled the occurrence of BP lesions in our patient. Increased clinical suspicion is warranted in cases of patients with renal transplant failure, since withdrawal of the immunosuppressant therapy could lead to unmasking the underlying autoimmune skin disease.